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SHOWROOM / RONAN AND ERWAN BOUROULLEC / KVADRAT SANDEN / STOCKHOLM, SE

LIBERTY

PATCHWORK

FRATERNITY

One room. Two brothers. And an enormous number of textile
tiles. The Bouroullec Brothers have given Kvadrat Sanden

a showroom no one knew they wanted. And, as a bonus, a belief
in textile’s renaissance in the public arena.

Text: Eva Wrede. Photo: Ola Rindahl, Paul Tahon and Ronan Bouroullec.

FEBRUARY GLOOM, cold and snow slush. The opening
party for Kvadrat Sanden’s new showroom in Stock-
holm couldn’t have begun better! The contrast is all-
encompassing once the guests come into the warm;
embraced by soft, padded walls, muted acoustics and a
welcoming light wooden floor.

“T’'m so surprised! The first thing you think about is
the acoustics, it’s very special, almost like having cot-
ton wool in your ears. When you come into the long,
narrow corridor you are immediately aware of your
body. You feel small, but not {rightened. The sound
and softness, everything becomes so tangible and inti-
mate. I feel moved!” exclaims Ola Rune, architect and
designer at Claesson Koivisto Rune.

He is not the only one who has made his way to
Nackagatan 4, this out-of-the-way spot on Soder-
malm where vou can find Barndngshuset from 1917,
with its past as a spinning mill, weaving mill and print-
ers. Kvadrat assesses it to about 500 guests. To man-
age to attract such a public in competition with all the
other events during the Furniture Fair is a very obvious
sign of the branch’s interest for the French Bouroullec
brothers.

The event is relaxed. English liquorice allsorts are
served alongside Absolut vodka and canapés that have
passed their sell-by date even before the first guests
arrive at 7 o’clock. The principal figures, Ronan and
Erwan Bouroullec, don’t make a fuss. Just like any well
brought-up Scandinavians they stand by the window
exhaling their cigarette smoke. Their dark clothing

is ordinary, on the verge of anonymous. Smiling care-
fully they accept the collegial slaps on the back and shy
handshakes.

“This is what has meant the most to me during the
whole fair. What a total experience with all these col-
ours! Together with the broad floor planks, it feels
almost old Swedish. The doors are also fantastic, you
feel that even the smallest details have been consid-
ered carefully;” says Alexander Lervik, designer with
his own design bureau.

It took four people four days to set up the four-
metre-high walls of the showroom. Now they hang like
curtains on steel wires fixed into the ceiling. A total of
3,900 tiles have been used for all the curtains, in ten
different nuances and three different textile qualities.
The tiles have a nucleus of foam plastic on which the
material is laminated.

“A bit like fish scales” and “like plumage”, is heard
mumbled amongst the visitors.

From the entrance you are led into a passage thatbil-
lows forward, widens and opens outinto a170-square-
metre room. The dark moss-green, almost wood-like
walls lighten up by the windows into something pale
light blue, like clouds in a sky.

Along the floor run 30 centimetre wide unbro-
ken planks of wall-to-wall whitened fir. Douglas fir,
brought over from Germany, is used again in the spe-
cially designed work tops and movable door sections.
Thonet beech chairs are placed around the tables, a
Bouroullec favourite which they used last time they































