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Featùre Cars accelerate the imaginat ion!
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Ronan and Erwan tsouroul lec are a c lesign team from Bretagne'  France Cornmented their

act iv l ty in 1999 and have released fLlrnl ture f ron- l  Vl t ra,  NIagis '  and other compan es n

addi t lontoholc l ingaLarge'scaesoloexhibi t ionatLesArtsDécorat fs inPar is in20'13' the
GabrielChandelrertr ]eyde5|gnecl for thechâteaUcleVersai Ies]sthef l rstpieceofmodern
design to become a perrnanent f lx ture of  the palace'
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and Erwan Bouroul lec
-The car wi l l  cont inue to be personal
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The QuietMot ion instal lat ion that the French design team Ronan and Erwan Bouroul lec created for the BMWi at
the 2013 Mi lan Furni ture Fair  is  st i l l  f resh in memory.  The work expressed the quietness and relaxed aura unique
to electr ic vehic les and was the embodiment of  the brothers '  feel ings toward the automobi le.  Here,  Erwan
Bouroul lec relates his thoughts about cars.
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What is the car to you and Ronan?

For us,  the car is a means of  movement.

Do you own any cars at present?

lhave a car,  and I  l ike being behind the steer ing
wheel.  Nevertheless,  I  don' t  necessar i ly  dr ive ev-
eryday. I  don' t  l ike making a habi t  of  i t .

Car sharing has become popular in Paris recently.

Car shar ing is certainly on the rncrease. The na-
ture of  car ownership is changing gradual ly,  but
I  get  the feel ing i t  wi l l  cont inue to be a personal
k ind of  th ing.

You unvei led an instal lat ion cal led euietMotion on
the theme of the BMWi series as the zero-emission ve-
hicle at the 2013 Milan Furniture Fair.  What kind of in-
spiration did the car give you?

It  insprred us to express the i rnage we had of  the
electr ic car of  the future.  ln other words,  quiet-
ness, the absence of  sound. We developed and
created that image on the theme of an absence
of noise and aggressiveness.

Car design unt i l  now has typical ly symbol-
ized testosterone; that is, strength, performance,
and mascul in i ty.  Interest lngly,  e lectr ic vehic les
do not project  that  image. Moreover,  the inter ior
of  a car is also a space you can share wi th a smal
number of  others.  Giv ing people a sense of  that
was also a goal  of  the instal lat ion.

-Some people say the advent of  the electr ic vehic le

wi l l  d i lute the romant ic aspect of  the car.

Cars in the old days were much simpler and
easrer Io understand in terms of  structure and
mater ia ls.  Take the Cit roën 2CY for example.
The embodiment of  funct  onal l ty,  i t  is  a tool  that
symbol lzes f reedom and the feel ing of  l iberat ion
one gets when sett ing of f  on a vacat ion.  The Fiat
500 is the same. Al though each car had i ts own
clear ident i ty once/ moTe and more cars have the
same sty l ing,  and few project  any indiv idual i ty.
Given this s i tuatron, I  hope the electr ic car of  the
'uture w' l l  create a b.and new image.

As for the romant ic ism of the e ectr ic car,  i t
wi l i  probably emerge from the respect i ts quiet
ness extends to others and the envtronment.

What do you think ofthe interiors of recent cars?

They are fu l l  of  useless and unnecessar i ly  de-
tai l€d features.  l t  makes me want to te l l  them

to qui t  making so many features,  including the
rearview mirror fo ld ing system. Car rnter iors
cause me to wince, and l 'm of ten disappointed.
A car 's l i fecycle as t ransportat ion is just  f ive to
ten years,  r ight? I  th ink that  means the features
should be simpler.  When we design things with
few funct ions l ike chairs,  we pay a lot  of  at ten
t ion to mater ia ls and detai ls.

What sort of design would you create if you had the
chance to provide ideas for a car interior?

I t  would be minimal .

-Are you and your brother inspired at all by the car in
your day to day design?

Cars are very interest ing in var ious respects,
but rather than taking up chal lenges in f ie lds
unknown to us,  we think i t 's  more mportant to
deepen our inquiry into f ie lds we already know
wel l .  Car design predetermines many aspects of
the product,  but  we place i rnportance on rnove-
ment,  and we value fusion with nature.  We are
interested in how designed products acquire a
place in large spaces. That,  l th ink,  is  the polar
opposi te of the c losed and f ixed nature of  car in-
ter ior  design. Zl
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The insial lat ion QuietNlot ion comprlsed a c rcular bench
t l rat  rotated slowiy and quiet ly ike a merry go,round. t
employed the carbon f iber and leather used in the body of
the BMWi ser ies and provided a quiet ,  p leasanT r lde.


